Exploring SSRS 2008 R2 Report Builder 3.0 — Report Parts
http://www.sqlmusings.com

Report Parts
There is a good preliminary documentation on building Report Parts in MSDN:

Publishing Report Parts in Report Builder 3.0 - http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/ee633670%28v=SQL.105%29.aspx

The Good

As per the MSDN documentation, it’s good to know that the following items can now be “reused” across different reports:

e Charts
e Gauges
e Images
e Maps

e Parameters
e Rectangles

e Tables
e Matrices
e Lists

The Not-So-Good-Yet

It seems very limiting to me, though, that Report Parts can only be created/published from Report Builder 3.0. As someone who works almost 100% using BIDS, |
think having to switch tools to just be able to publish a report part will definitely affect my report writing momentum. And by switching tools | mean, creating
the report in BIDS, deploying to the Report Server, navigating to that site, and then editing that report in Report Builder 3.0. That’s quite a few extra steps ...

Also, | would have loved to be able to publish a report header and footer as report parts. Unfortunately the current CTP version does not support it.
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Creating your first Report Part
For this mini tutorial | am going to assume you have created your report in BIDS 2008.
1. Deploy your report to the report server.

2. Go to that report. Hover over the report name, and click on the down arrow to reveal the contextual dropdown. Select Edit in Report Builder

Home

I SQL Server Reporting Services

—= Reports
4 Mew Folder < New Data Source Esj Report Builder 4 Folder Settings it Upload File

Ei_él ProductListReport b
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K Delete
k) Editin Report Builder
Suhscribe...
Zb Create Linked Report...
Wiew Report History
51 Security

Manage

L Download...
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3. Once Report Builder opens, go to the Report Builder main button (I think it looks like a scroll), and select Publish Report Parts.
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4. In the Publish Report Parts window, select Review and modify report parts before publishing (unless you really want to publish all report parts with default
settings)

& Publish Report Parts x|

7 Publish report parts to the site or server.

When you publish report parts to the current report server, you also publish
the report parts they depend on, such as datasets and parameters.

> Publish all report parts with default settings

Mew report parts will use the default name and folder location.

> Review and modify report parts before publishing.

Select which report parts to publish, and edit properties before
publishing.
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5. In the next window, select which Report Parts you want to publish. Put a description too, makes it easier for your Report Builder users to identify report parts
later on.

-I0/x]
Select report parts to publish

You can edit the title and description befare you publish. Publishing a dataset creates a shared dataset. If
you publish a report part without publishing its dataset, the dataset is embedded in the repart part.

[ Report parts ~

I~ ﬂh d PriceByColorChart

This is a pie chart that breaks down prices of our products by
colar. This was criginally requested by the Marketing
Manager.

[T Publish as a new copy of the report part
Report server folder:  /Report Parts Browse... |
Last modified: 3/31/2010 10:08:44 PM POSEIDON Administrator

First published: 3/31/2010 10:05:44 PM POSEIDOMN Administrator
¥ IJ > ProductListTablix

[T Datasets o
- [ DataSetl

Results

Help | Publish Close

Page 5 of 13



Exploring SSRS 2008 R2 Report Builder 3.0 — Report Parts
http.//www.sqlmusings.com

6. When you’re done, click on Publish. Note there is no dialog box notifying you that publishing is done. All you get are the green checkmarks beside the report
parts you selected, and the message at the bottom of the Publish Report Parts dialog box saying how many report parts were published, and how many failed.

¥ Publish Report Parts o =] B
Select report parts to publish

You can edit the title and description before you publish. Publishing a dataset creates a shared dataset. If
you publish a report part without publishing its dataset, the dataset is embedded in the report part.

r Repart parts -
I u‘ﬁ:ﬁ r PriceByColorChart @

This is a pie chart that breaks down prices of our products by
color. This was originally requested by the Marketing
Manager.

[ Publish as a new copy of the report part

Repart server folder:  /Report Parts Browse... |

Last medified: 3/31/2010 10:08:44 PM POSEICOMN\Administrator
First published: 3/31/2010 10:08:44 FM POSEICOMN\Administrator
r ‘_':L - ProductListTablix @
[T Datasets -

- [ Dataketl

Results

0 report parts failed to publish, 2 published successfully.

Help | Publish LClose |
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7. If this is the first time you published a Report Part, a new Report Part folder will be created in your report server.

SQL Server Reporting Services

= Home

[y Mew Folder +# New Data Source ks Report Builder 4 Folder Settings it Upload File

=1
= Data Sources

= 3
= Report Parts N Reports
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8. Inside the Report Part folder are your published report parts. Note that the icon of the report parts give it away — puzzle pieces! Also note that when you
hover over a report part and click on the down arrow, you will reveal the contextual menu for a report part (move, delete, security, manage and download).

/= Report Parts - Report Manager - Windows Internet Explorer - |I:I|1|
@::;.‘ L4 IE. http:/localhost/Reports Pages Folder. aspx?ItemPath= .f'i:szEpDI't+F'Ell't5&".-'iE'E-.'MDdE=DEtEIi|j E || X Iﬁ Google =
Fie | Edit View Favorites Took Help
<7 Favorites @Report Parts - Report Manager | | ﬁ B - Eéél ~ Page ~ Safety ~ Tools » @" ®
Home Home | My Subscriptions | Site Settings | Help ;I
SQL Server Reporting Services
& Report Parts [Searon (2]
X Delete = Move 4 New Folder “ New Data Source b Report Builder 4 Folder Settings 4t Upload File 22 Tile View
[ | Type Name + Description Last Run| Modified Date Maodified By
2] PriceByColorChart This is a pie
chart that

breaks down
prices of our

- products by 3/31/2010 10:11 PM  POSEIDON\Administrator
color. This was
originally
requested by the
Marketing
Manager.
r %] ProductListTablix - 373172010 1011 PM POSEIDOMN\Administrator
Move
¥ Delete
5 Security
Manage
L Download..
=
Contains commands for working with the selected items. “"{51 + H100% - 4
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That’s it! That’s how you publish your report parts using Report Builder 3.0! Pretty nifty, eh?
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Report Part Gallery

Inside the Report Builder 3.0, you will also see the Report Part Gallery tab, which will list all available Report Parts you can add to your report.

ProductListReport - Microsoft SQL Server Report Builder = X
| (e [ oy | 5l | Eineoe
el — : - 14 split
bl | SEE =i e [iaa] - | | oy ot | B8 |
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Paragraph Border Number Layout
I } I K I 3 I C 4 HiG I Properties FReport Part Gallery
Search r'-..'{mean:‘ﬁescrfpﬁon J;_.-_
[&RenderFormat.Name] -
A, Add Criteria [
[&ReportFolder]
Mame I{Zreated by Modified by
* : === ==
Chart Title
PriceByColor... ProductListT...
I Color1
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Il Coloré
Product ID MName Colar List Price Sell Start Date
[FroductlD] [Mame] [Color] [ListPrice] [SellStartDate]
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Report Part Updates

It is also important to note that if any report parts get updated, the reports that use that report part will display a notice when opened in Report Builder. It will
tell you that the published report part(s) have been updated on the server.

[':Jr_;g;‘,'*]. L o Sample Report - Microsoft SOL Server Report Builder
C g
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Once you choose to view changes, you can select which report parts you want to update.

JT=TE

Select updates

The copies of the report parts in this report have been updated on the server. Select the report parts that
you would like to update to match the server copy. This will overwrite the report part in this report.

| P | Name
i « |PriceE}.rCOIu:urChari |

=

This is a pie chart that breaks down prices of our products by
color. This was criginally requested by the Marketing Manager.

Last meodified: 3/31/2010 10:18 PM  POSEIDON\AdDministrator

First published: 3/31/2010 10:11 PM POSEIDOMN\AdDministrator

Report server path:  /Repert Parts/PriceByColorChart

Results

Update Close

Help |
A
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And once it’s updated, no in-your-face notice again that the update was successful. It’s still just that subtle green checkmark beside the report part you chose to
update.

JL=TE
Select updates

The copies of the report parts in this report have been updated on the server. Select the report parts that
you would like to update to match the server copy. This will overwrite the report part in this report.

Mame | |

| B |
F b < ‘ PriceByColorChart a
This is a pie chart that breaks down prices of our products by
colar, This was ariginally requested by the Marketing Manager,
Last modified: 3/31/2010 1:18 PM  POSEIDON\Administrator
First published: 3/31/2010 10:11 PM  POSEIDON\Administrator
Report server path:  /Repert Parts/PriceByColorChart
Results

Help | Update Close |
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